How bacteria initiate inflammation: aspects of the emerging story.
Recent studies have shown that bacteria possess an array of proinflammatory molecules in addition to the extensively studied lipopolysaccharide and superantigens. These bacterial molecules include soluble and membrane-associated inducers of cytokine release, inducers of host cell apoptosis, and immunostimulatory DNA. There is therefore much greater diversity in the class of molecules and mechanisms by which bacteria engage the host immune system than previously appreciated.